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time, be a constructive influence in helping children to ad-
just to and, in some small way, to reconstruct society.
Rivalry appears in true competitive form by the end of
the preschool period, and, in our present culture, competi-
tiveness runs through many activities of preadolescents.
In one investigation it was shown that children of these ages
tended to be more efficient when working for themselves
than when competing for their class. They did better work,
however, in competing for their class than when working"
alone without special incentive.
Progressive education hopes to substitute habits of co-
operation for habits of competition. In our culture we
encourage competition by many methods. It is almost ab-
sent in some primitive societies and strong in others. If
every child recognized that he is good at some tasks, even
if poor at others, he might not feel a strong incentive to
compete with others. If he were sensitive to other chil-
dren and realized that they do not like to be made to feel
inferior any more than he does, he might refrain from
competition with them. Social imagination which helps one
to put himself in the other person's place should be de-
veloped. A recognition of relative standing in a group
should be possible without accompanying habits of com-
petition. With such a point of view an individual would do
work for its own sake rather than for the purpose of demon-
strating his superiority over someone else.
In the nursery school and even in the primary grades boys
and girls tend to play together. A separation of interests
usually occurs at about the age of eight to ten years. Boys
and girls tend to play less together and have divergent
interests. Mixed children's parties at these ages are fre-
quently a howling failure. There may be open teasing and
antagonism. They prefer companions of the same sex and,
increasingly, of approximately the same age. The attraction
of the sexes for one another does not reappear to any appre-
ciably marked extent until early adolescence. Nevertheless,
even during this period they are aware of their popularity
or unpopularity with the opposite sex.